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Who am I?



§ At the end of this webinar, you will be able to:
§ State the open access requirements of Canada's and Quebec's major funding 

agencies

§ Describe the two primary mechanisms to make work open access

Goals



"Open access (OA) literature is digital, online, free of charge, and free 
of most copyright and licensing restrictions."

-Peter Suber

What is open access?

https://openaccesseks.mitpress.mit.edu/


§ Greater visibility for your research

§ Access to your research without price barriers

§ Satisfies funding agency requirements

Why publish open access?



§ All 3 agencies (SSHRC, NSERC, CIHR)

§ Peer-reviewed journal publications are freely accessible online 
within 12 months of publication.

§ Accepted manuscript or publisher version

§ Grants awarded after May 1, 2015
§ For CIHR, policy applies to grants awarded January 1, 2008

Tri-Agency Open Access policy



§ Peer-reviewed journal publications are freely accessible online 
within 12 months of publication.

§ Grants awarded after April 1, 2019

§ Applies to student grants

Note: 
§ Grants awarded in spring 2023 will have a new policy
§ Immediate open access
§ Must have an open license (CC-BY, CC-BY-ND)

FRQ Open Access policy

https://frq.gouv.qc.ca/app/uploads/2022/06/politique-libre-acces-revisee_vf.pdf
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/
http://www.frqsc.gouv.qc.ca/en/science-ouverte


Questions?



1. Publish in an open access journal.

2. Publish in a "closed" journal and make a copy open via an online, 
open repository like McGill's eScholarship.

2* ways to make your work open



Journal content is available 
freely.

Different kinds of open access



Gold OA example



Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

Locate an open access journal in your discipline:

https://doaj.org/


Further reading on APC costs:
PLOS and Transparency (including Plan S Price & Service Transparency Framework)

Grossmann A and Brembs B. Current market rates for scholarly publishing services [version 2; peer review: 2 
approved]. F1000Research 2021, 10:20

Solomon, D. J., & Björk, B. C. (2012). A study of open access journals using article processing charges. Journal of the American Society 
for Information Science and Technology, 63(8), 1485-1495.

Journal APC charges

PLOS ONE $1695 USD

BMC Medicine $3580 USD

Glossa: Journal of Linguistics $330 GBP

Canadian Journal of Regional Science $0

Article processing charges (APCs)

https://theplosblog.plos.org/2020/10/plos-and-transparency-including-plan-s-price-service-transparency-framework/
(https:/doi.org/10.12688/f1000research.27468.2
https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.22673


Article processing charge discounts

§ Many institutions have OA discounts:
§ Check your library's website
§ See also CRKN's list of Open Access Publishing deals:

§ English
§ Français

§ Note: 
§ Usually based on corresponding author's affiliation
§ Opt-in

https://www.crkn-rcdr.ca/en/publication-en-libre-acc%C3%A8s
https://www.crkn-rcdr.ca/fr/publication-en-libre-acc%C3%A8s


But wait, I’ve heard some 
open access journals are scams. 

Predatory Publishing



§ Exploitative use of the open access model

§ Authors charged publication fees with little or no editorial or 
publishing support

§ For example:

• Cursory peer-review process
• No copyediting
• Little or no editorial review
• Article submitted published ‘as is’

• Also thesis solicitations and predatory conferences

What is predatory publishing?



qAggressive solicitation
q Did you get an email asking you to submit? Check twice!

qMisleading impact factors; database indexing
q e.g. Says it is indexed in Proquest but you can't locate it there etc.

qUsing journal titles that can be easily confused with legitimate 
journal
q e.g. "International Journal of Philosophy" versus "International Journal of 

Philosophical Studies" versus "Philosophy International Journal" versus "Journal of 
International Philosophy"

qLittle or non-existent quality control practices
q Articles accepted quickly, minimal to non-existent peer review

qJournal scope statement extremely vague

Checklist – Predatory Journals



• Colleagues/ Supervisor/Professor/Librarian

• Think Check Submit

§ Identifying Deceptive Publishers (University of Toronto)

§ Grille d’évaluation à l’intention des bibliothécaires (Le réseau
de l'Université du Québec)

§ Éditeurs prédateurs (UQAM)

Resources

http://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://onesearch.library.utoronto.ca/sites/default/files/copyright/deceptivejournals_checklist_082018.pdf
http://ptc.uquebec.ca/pdci/system/files/documents/administration/grille_evaluation_revues_predatrices.pdf
https://uqam-ca.libguides.com/editeurs-predateurs/accueil


Questions?



Authors of articles post a copy in an open 
repository etc.…

Different kinds of open access: Green



Article 'closed' to non-
subscribers on journal 

website



Accepted manuscript available for 
free on UdM's Papyrus



How would people find the free copy of my paper?



How would people find - continued



How would people find - continued



§ No!

§ BUT
§ Only permitted for certain versions of your manuscript

§ Sometimes a delay before the open copy can be made live (i.e. embargo)

§ Always read your publishing agreement

Doesn't this violate copyright?



Publisher’s version = Final copy with 
layout

Accepted manuscript = 
Final version without 
layout

Pre-print = Initial 
submission

Archive your versions and your author agreements



Publisher’s version
• Created by PUBLISHER
• Typically CANNOT be posted to 

repositories

VS

Accepted manuscript
• Saved by RESEARCHER
• Typically CAN be posted to repositories
• Intellectually THE SAME as the 

publisher version

What is an accepted manuscript (cont’d)?



§ Is this the proof of your article?
§ No. The proof will have been typeset and copyedited by the journal. It will be a 

version before this stage.

§ Is it a Word doc?
§ Sometimes. It depends on what file format the publisher wanted you to submit 

your revised manuscript as. But yes, typically this version is more likely to be a 
Word doc.

§ Can I find it in the publisher's system?
§ Sometimes. See this online guide for how to locate the accepted manuscript in 

various publisher systems.

FAQs accepted manuscript

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1E8nSWyMwCHyJgiKpwDS6dYK14Efm99Fa2LZ97TG0NXw/edit


§ Preprint:
§ Version of manuscript PRIOR to peer-review

§ Preprint server:
§ Online repository/archive of preprints

§ e.g. medRxiv, bioRxiv, PsyArXiv

What about preprints and preprint servers?

https://www.medrxiv.org/
https://www.biorxiv.org/
https://psyarxiv.com/


§ Rapid dissemination of research findings

§ HUGE growth during the pandemic

§ Other benefits:
§ Get feedback on manuscript
§ It's free
§ May receive Increased attention and engagement (Nature blog)

Preprints serve a particular purpose:

https://www.natureindex.com/news-blog/preprints-boost-article-citations-and-mentions


§ Do journals allow this?

§ Most do. Check however your publisher's policies before 
uploading.

§ Aren't they disseminating bad research?

§ This can happen. Although it can also happen with a journal 
too (see Retraction Watch).

§ Ongoing process to improve pre-screening, particularly in 
medical sciences.

Preprint FAQ

http://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2020.11127
http://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2020.11127
https://retractionwatch.com/


§ Does Google Scholar pick up citations to preprints?

§ Yes usually. A lot of the major preprint servers seem to be 
picked up by Google Scholar.

§ Will my preprint's citations get counted alongside my final 
publication citations?

§ It *should* provided you haven't significantly altered the 
title/authors etc.

More Preprint FAQs



How would people find my final paper?



Questions?



§ Free and accessible to anyone, anywhere in the world

§ Typically anyone affiliated with institution can deposit

§ Meets Tri-Agency, FRQ OA requirements

§ Find your repository:
§ CARL's list of Canadian repositories:

§ English

§ Français

§ If your institution doesn't have one, see list of adoptive repositories:
§ English
§ Français

Open access repositories (at your institution)

https://www.carl-abrc.ca/advancing-research/institutional-repositories/repos-in-canada/
https://www.carl-abrc.ca/fr/faire-avancer-la-recherche/depots-institutionnels/depots-au-canada/
https://www.carl-abrc.ca/advancing-research/institutional-repositories/adoptive-repositories/
https://www.carl-abrc.ca/fr/faire-avancer-la-recherche/depots-institutionnels/depots-dadoption/


Same for personal websites --> posting to your website does NOT meet grant 
agency open access requirements

§ No.
§ "Closed" systems that require a login
§ No preservation mechanisms
§ Many copyright agreements don't permit posting (even the accepted 

manuscript!)

Are ResearchGate or Academia.edu open access 
repositories?



How can I know the policies before I submit?

1. Sherpa/Romeo
§ Database of publisher policies

§ Tip! Includes links to the relevant materials on the publisher websites.

2. Ask a librarian

Publisher Websites

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/


§ What about open data?
§ Many universities have data services to help researchers navigate open data.
§ For example:

§ Research data services website (McGill)
§ Gestion des données de recherche (UdM)

FAQs

https://www.mcgill.ca/library/services/data-services/sharing
https://bib.umontreal.ca/gerer-diffuser/gestion-donnees-recherche


§ Top trends:
§ Research data management
§ ORCID
§ Preprints
§ Continuing growth of OA

§ Hopefully 'diamond' OA (i.e., OA publishing with no author fees)

Future of publishing?



Questions? 



Feedback
https://mcgill.ca/x/oRF

https://mcgill.ca/x/oRF
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